
  

 

A seemingly unadoptable and homely Floyd was res-
cued by FOCR from Animal Control and happily ended 
up in the heart and home of Stephanie.  

 T ime to “ Paws” and Ref lect    

Feature Adopt ion :  F loyd     

           Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue  
    Mewslet ter   

“I would love to share my adoption story with you. 

 “I adopted Floyd 2 years ago from Forgotten Ones. 
When I saw Floyd's picture, I realized that since he 
was a seven-year-old cat, who I have to admit looked a 
little scruffy, he didn't have a good chance of adoption. 
I called Forgotten Ones so that I could meet him. He 
was very shy, thin and a little scruffy-looking. He had 
stopped grooming himself so his fur looked matted. 
When I met him, I instantly fell in love because I knew 
that he needed a quiet, stable and loving home to live 
in. 

 “When I brought Floyd home, he was very timid and 
unsure of things. He also had some food allergies, 
which was causing him discomfort. He had some hip 
problems and had trouble jumping on the couch with-
out falling off. With the help of my vet, we found the 
right food for him and we started playing with string 
so that he could practice his balance. Now Floyd is the 
most amazing little friend I could have.   

“He is now able to jump on the couch and bed without 

Wow, what a great response to our 
first Mewsletter! It is so rewarding to 
read all your heartwarming stories 
about how our FOCR cats have en-
riched your lives. As you can imag-

ine, running a cat rescue requires a great deal of dedi-
cation, endless hours of work and many difficult chal-
lenges. It is wonderful to learn how the efforts of our 
volunteers have truly made a positive impact on our 
adorable cats as well as hundreds of families.  

This year FOCR is relying solely on foster families to 
house our cats as opposed to a shelter location. Due to 
the number of cats and kittens we currently have, we 
really need to expand our foster family base. It has 
been such a great experience for so many of our vol-
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unteers that they continue to take in new cats as their 
foster felines are adopted. If you know anyone who 
might be interested, please have them contact us for 
more information at info@forgottenones.ca.  

We have grown substantially over the years and one of 
our goals for 2010  is to work towards establishing a 
permanent shelter in Richmond Hill. We will keep you 
posted on our progress in upcoming Mewsletters. 

As 2009 draws to an end, we would like to thank eve-
ryone associated with FOCR for their continued sup-
port. We extend a special thanks to Dr Tara Sermer of 
Green Lane Animal Hospital for her invaluable veteri-
nary services and her great article on Page 4.  

Wishing all a Happy New Year! 

~ Laura Wyatt, Director with Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 

falling, has gained the right amount of weight and 
grooms himself all the time. Floyd is the most loving 
lap cat I’ve ever had. He loves all people and other 
animals as well. We spend our time cuddling on the 
couch and bed. Floyd is so happy! 

 “I am so lucky to have him and happy that I gave an 
older, scruffy-looking cat a chance at a great life — 
and he also made my life great as well!”  

~ Stephanie   

 



  

 

Surprisingly, trying  to herd Joyce’s cats together for a 
photo shoot proved to be impossible. So posing as 
typically independent cats are (top to bottom):  KC, 
Misty and Shadow.  

Feature Volunteer:  Joyce Fox 

"Directors, fellow volunteers, and foster fami-
lies regularly go above and beyond the call 
of duty. The amount of work involved in run-
ning FOCR twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, is a very daunting task. In ad-
dition, there is always the urgent need for 
donations to cover the costs of providing 
medical care to cats and kittens in need. I 
am very proud to have joined such an excep-
tional group of people.” 

 ~  Joyce Fox  

As one of the most dedicated volunteers with the or-
ganization, Joyce Fox spends countless hours of her 
personal time caring for the cats at the PetSmart 
adoption centre, printing out bios and cage cards, and 
helping us with our many adoptathons and events. 

Joyce came by the adoption centre to donate blankets 
one Saturday afternoon and, as luck would have it, 
Sandra was just beginning a volunteer training ses-
sion. On the spot Joyce filled out the volunteer form 
and joined the orientation. Joyce had three beautiful 
little souls that she had adopted and she was inspired 
and grateful to people who had volunteered their time 
and energy to save  her cats KC, Misty and Shadow.  

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue   

Although Joyce works full time, her decision to do 
one shift a week quickly turned into a lot more and 
expanded from looking after the cats at PetSmart to 
helping a very dedicated team of directors.  

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue is very fortunate to have 
the help of wonderful volunteers such as Joyce. 
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Did you know?  

Catnip is a member of the mint family.  A cat aroused by catnip will usually exhibit behavior such as rubbing, 
rolling and playing. Cats will often even chew the catnip. The catnip response usually lasts about 15 minutes 
and is harmless and non-addictive. It’s a great way for a cat to work off anxiety. It can also be a wonderful 
adjunct to a feline weight-loss program because it encourages play behavior. For a depressed or sedentary cat, 
catnip can aid in putting the spark back in his life.  

If you're trying to train your cat to use a scratching post, you can rub some of the leaves on the carpet or sisal 
of the scratching post. It can make your training a lot more effective! 

Curiously, many cats will react to catnip only in particular environments. For instance, a cat that is suscepti-
ble to the effects of catnip will ignore the substance if he or she is in an unfamiliar or noisy environment. 
Only in a relaxed atmosphere in which the cat feels comfortable will most cats get worked up over catnip. On 
a related note, cats will also lose interest in catnip the more frequently that he or she is exposed to the sub-
stance.  

The catnip response is an inherited gene that one-third of cats lack. So don't get worried if your cat doesn't 
react to the herb. 
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Forgot ten Ones Community  
Forgotten Ones Holiday Cards 

Looking for a meaningful and unique gift for the animal lovers in your life? 
Why not make a donation to Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue and we will send out 
this holiday card on your behalf. The gift of giving is a perfect present for any-
one! 

To make a donation, see the “You Can Help”  tab at  www.forgottenones.ca  
and go to the link “Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org”  or mail cheque to:  
Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue P.O. Box  32203, Harding Postal Station, 250 
Harding Blvd West, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9S3   

A big thank you to volunteer Lily Hu for this great card design and our logos.  

   

OnLine Voting for FOCR   Thanks to Linda for sending this note and the following information:   

“Delighted with my adoption of the wonderful Molly (then Felicia) in November 2006, I send this link regarding 
daily internet "clicks" and voting for one's favourite shelter: www.theanimalrescuesite.com” 

 

PetSmart Santa Claws  Photography Program  For three weekends in December, PetSmart invites their cus-
tomers to come to their stores to have their pet’s picture taken with Santa Claus .The cost for the photo is $9.95 
and half of the proceeds support their in-house rescue groups  See store location and dates below for  the 
PetSmart store that will benefit Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue.   

 

Your Comments, Stories and Photos We love to hear from you, so please send your stories, comments and 
photos to us at info@forgottenones.ca  
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Eva’s Global Pet Store Year Round - Visit our 

FOCR adoption centre.  

1070 Major Mackenzie Drive East , Richmond Hill   

Tel 905-508-8895  

Rick’s Global Pet Store Year Round - Visit FOCR 

adoption centre  

126 Tower Hill Road, Unit 9, Richmond Hill   

Tel 905-883-4729 

PetSmart Elgin Mills  December - Visit FOCR 

adoption centre. Also, the PetSmart Santa Claws Pho-

tography weekends:are: December 5 & 6, December 

12 & 13 and December 19 & 20.  

1700 Elgin Mills Road East, Unit 1, Richmond Hill, 

Tel 905-787-8740 

 

WINTER EVENTS CALENDAR  

                       Stellar Statistics  
 2007:    197 cats were adopted  
 2008:    Over 200 cats and kittens were adopted  
 2009:    194 cats and kittens have been adopted to date 



  

 

Cat  Care   
by Dr Tara Sermer, Veterinarian, Green Lane Animal Hospital  
( featured here with Ruby) 

Over 90 % of cats are exposed at some point in their lives to one or another of two viruses that cause 
cold-like symptoms. The first virus is feline herpes virus, a contagious virus that is passed from cat to 
cat. Like all herpes viruses, the infection is lifelong and cats may have sporadic outbreaks of sneezing 
or runny eyes especially after stressful events. Feline herpes virus is NOT contagious to humans. Due 
to the developing immune system of kittens, herpes virus can drag on in these young cats until the kit-
tens matures enough to fight off the virus themselves. 

The second most common virus is feline calici virus. This virus is also very contagious and is easily 
passed from cat to cat. Calici virus is not always a lifelong infection but can stay within the body for 
many years. 

When Should I be Concerned ? 
•  Loss of appetite  

•  Congestion with open-mouth breathing 

•  High fever (or the extreme listlessness that implies a high fever if you cannot take the cat’s tempera-
ture). 

If you think your cat or kitten is significantly uncomfortable with a cold, please contact your veterinar-
ian as soon as possible. 

A cold for a cat is usually just a nuisance like a cold usually is for one of us. Sometimes, though, an 
upper respiratory infection can be serious. If a cat is sick enough to stop eating or drinking, hospitaliza-
tion may be needed to support him or her through the brunt of the infection. Antibiotics are often used 
to control secondary bacterial infections. Vaccines help protect against both herpes virus and calici vi-
rus: if a cat or kitten has already been exposed, regular vaccination can help keep the virus dormant. 

Upper respiratory viruses in cats are common and will usually resolve in 7-10 days. Just like kids in 
daycare, cats and kittens who are exposed to many other cats will become infected. As kittens mature, 
their immune systems mature and the infection becomes hardly noticeable. Most owners don’t even 
realize their cat has been exposed! 

 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue   
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“Everything I know I learned from my cat: When you’re hungry, eat. When you’re tired, nap 
in a sunbeam. When you go to the vet’s, pee on your owner.”  ~  Gary Smith 

Quite a number of cats are presented to their veterinarians for cold-like symp-
toms,which include sneezing, decreased appetite, snotty nose, runny eyes and 
occasionally coughing. Kittens are most commonly affected, especially those 
coming from shelters. So what is going on with these snotty sneezy cats? 

HELP, MY CAT IS SNEEZING!   



  

 

Donations to FOCR are greatly appreciated. See the “You Can Help”  tab on our website 

www.forgottenones.ca  and go to the link “Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org” 

Or mail cheque to:  FORGOTTEN ONES CAT RESCUE, P.O. Box  32203, Harding Postal 

Station, 250 Harding Blvd West, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9S3  Tax receipts will be issued.  

Cat ivating Photos  - They’re simply the best! 

Ernie   

Eddy  

Vinni (left) 
and Chicklett  

Oscar  

We’d like to thank FOCR for our loving cat Ernie! He 
came to us in July 2007 as a 5-month-old kitten full of en-
ergy! I lost my first cat of 18 years and missed her terribly 
and vowed I would never get another cat.  However I came 
across Ernie and his biography seemed to be the perfect 
match for us. So we met him and fell in love instantly! He 
has been a great addition to our family and is always in 
the middle of our 3 kids looking  for a pet and a cuddle!  
Our youngest daughter has always pushed him around in a 
Tonka truck and he absolutely loves it, still to this day!   

Thank you again FOCR  for our beautiful boy Ernie, we 
are so grateful you brought him into our lives! 

~ Wendy and Family    

Vinni came into our lives after we lost our beloved cat of 20 
years. I saw Vinni on your site and could not believe his re-
semblance to our cat. I had to see him although my husband 
grumbled about driving from Milton to Richmond Hill. But I 
was determined, and once introduced to Vinni, he tugged at 
our heartstrings and we knew he was coming home with us. 

I worried about how our two small dogs would react to him.  
Vinni was not fazed at all, he leapt out of the cage, he knew 
he was home, and brushed right by our dogs. 

I spent the first six months convincing Vinni that a human 
hand was used for petting, not to attack. Vinni has  turned out 
to be an affectionate and loyal cat.   

We are so happy that Vinni is part of our family. We love him 
so much!    ~ Linda and Family    

We just wanted to send you a picture of Edmundo (he now 
goes by just Eddy). We adopted him almost 2 years ago 
and he is the light of our lives. He is very friendly, always 
greeting us at the door with a meow and a head butt. He 
gets along well with Cookie and is a major snuggler. 

 ~ Ian and Di  

About a year ago I started looking into getting a kitten to keep 
my cat, Manolo, company. Upon looking at your website, I saw 
Franz who I immediately fell in love with. He had a cute little 
mane and was a gorgeous buff color. He was brought home  to 
meet Manolo. He sauntered into the apartment, sat in front of 
Manolo and stared into her eyes. From that moment, I knew he 
was home. Franz (now called Oscar) immediately fit in. He's 
cuddly, protective and a fabulous addition to my home. ~ Katie 


