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TIME TO PAWS AND REFLECT 

Happy Thanksgiving! In 

keeping with the season of 

gratitude, I would like to 

express our organization’s 

ongoing appreciation for our 

amazing veterinary clinics.  

All companies rely on 

business partners to help 

them run their daily 

operations. The undertakings of Forgotten Ones 

involve the well-being of living beings, which means a 

strong and respectful relationship with business 

partners is even more crucial to us. 

Our long-term veterinarians, Dr Sermer of Green 

Lane Animal Hospital and Dr DeRose of Cachet 

Village Animal Hospital, have provided services, 

guidance, and expertise to help us care for hundreds 

of Forgotten Ones cats and kittens. And we bring 

them challenging clients! In some cases, we know 

next to nothing about the rescued animal; their age, 

their past or current health, whether they have viruses 

or behavioural issues, etc. can all be complete 

unknowns. Not to mention that the animal may be flea

-infested, have ear mites, or have fur so matted that it 

has to be shaved in order to do an exam.  

Regardless of the condition of the animal we bring to 

the clinics, Dr Sermer, Dr DeRose, their associates, 

and their respective clinic staffs have treated every 

cat and kitten with compassion, kindness, and 

uncompromising commitment. 

The trust we have developed through these business 

relationships has benefited many animals, and for 

that support we are extremely thankful.   
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FEATURED ADOPTION: Sophia  

We read about Sophia on Petfinder and, from her 

description, we decided we didn’t need to look at 

other cats; Sophia was the cat we wanted. Upon 

meeting her at PetSmart, we knew we could give 

her a good home.  

Sophia had been a feral cat. When she was only 

weeks old, she walked out of her cat colony, found 

her way into someone's home, curled up on the 

owner’s lap, and didn’t want to go back out.  

She was just as confident with us when she first 

came to our home: she assuredly walked out of the 

crate and began to explore her new home. She 

didn't hide or run away; she knew ours was her 

forever home.  

Sophia adapts very quickly. We have a second 

home in the country and when we are getting ready 

to go there, Sophia simply walks into her crate, curls 

up, and doesn't make a peep during the entire ride. 

There, too, Sophia is entirely comfortable and loves 

sunning herself on the wide window sills. In the 

winter, she is especially interested the deer that 

come to the back yard, 

Sophia is the PERFECT addition to our household 

and we love her personality. She comes when she's 

called, greets my husband and me at the door, helps 

us type on the keyboard, and keeps our feet warm 

while we sleep. She's with us for the majority of the 

time, but also enjoys her independent time. 

She is a perfect gem and we just love, love, love 

Sophia!  

 

~  Carolyn & Christopher  
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FEATURE RESCUE: Honey  

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 

IN OCTOBER OF LAST YEAR, a young girl named Amanda and 

her friend noticed a scrawny cat crying and trying to get the 

attention of people walking by a construction site. Unfortu-

nately, the frail cat was brushed away by people she 

approached for help. Knowing the cat needed kindness, not 

to be cruelly cast aside, the girls rushed over to her aid. 

They took the emaciated and terrified cat to Amanda’s aunt 

Joanne, who in turn reached out to her neighbour Judi, a 

Forgotten Ones volunteer.  

Judi was quite shocked at the state of the rescued cat. “I 

had never seen such a mess before,” said Judi. “Her eyes 

were messy and looked very infected, and she was starving. 

She was crawling with fleas and just a bag of bones. On top 

of all that, she was scared of everyone, and she hissed and 

hid. She was not feral, so she must have had a family at 

some point. Who knows why she became homeless and 

how she managed to survive.” 

Forgotten Ones was able to take Honey (as she was now 

called) into their care, and Judi immediately started looking 

after her many needs. First and foremost, Honey needed a 

veterinary check-up and treatment for fleas. The defleaing 

process took a couple of weeks and, during that time, Judi, 

Joanne, and their family members took turns feeding, 

combing out fleas, and trying to build trust with the animal 

and ease the cat’s anxiety.  

The benefits of a healthy diet and fur that was clean and 

brushed soon became evident, and a completely different 

cat emerged “We were pleasantly surprised at how pretty 

 

 

Honey has experienced the 

worst and the best treatment 

by mankind.  

Below: Having been 

abandoned and ignored by 

people for a long time, 

Honey’s neglect was evident, 

both physically and 

emotionally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: Now that Honey 

has received lots of love and 

attention from caring people, 

her cuddly and laid-back 

personality has emerged.   
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Honey was.” said Judi. “She is a really lovely calico cat.” 

After a few months, Honey became a stronger, happier, and 

playful cat. Thanks to the loving care she received from Judi, 

she was more affectionate. She had developed a trust in 

people and thrived on attention.  

Unfortunately, she had an eye condition that had been 

untreated when she was young and that did not heal with the 

medications the veterinarian prescribed. The only option left 

was to remove the eye. Forgotten Ones made sure the 

procedure was done. 

Honey is a wonderfully resilient soul and recovered quickly 

from the surgery. As Judy explains, “Honey is as good as 

new! The loss of the eye has not bothered her at all. Her 

biggest issue and her loudest complaint right now is that she 

is on a diet. She has turned into a Miss Piggy.  

“Whoever adopts her will get a very feisty cat that likes to be 

brushed and loves cuddling up next to you on the couch. She 

just needs love.” 

FEATURE DONOR:  Heaven  

Love of animals is a 

universal impulse, a 

common ground on 

which all of us may meet. 

By loving and 

understanding animals, 

perhaps we humans shall 

come to understand each 

other  

~ Louis J Camuti, veterinarian 

and author   

THE RESCUE OF HONEY was a positive and enriching 

experience for the neighbours who banded together to help 

save her. In addition, it inspired Joanne’s daughter to 

become  an animal advocate and raise money on behalf 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue.  

Joanne has always had rescued 

cats as family pets and she passed 

her love of animals on to her 

daughter Heaven. Joanne also 

believes learning to give and 

charitable values are important life 

lessons for her daughter.   

For Heaven’s eighth birthday, 

Joanne suggested that in lieu of 

presents, donations should be made 

to a charity of Heaven’s choice. 

Because of her involvement with the 

rescue of Honey, and the fact that 

Heaven loves animals—especially 

cats—she chose Forgotten Ones. 

We are grateful for the several 

hundred dollars that was raised in 

her name.  

Right: Judi and Heaven share a 

cuddle with Izzy, a cat in Forgotten 

Ones care that has benefited from 

Heaven’s donation.  
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Litterbox avoidance is 

one of the most common 

reasons for a cat to be 

relinquished to a shelter. 

Sadly, too many times 

this result could have 

been prevented but was 

not. It is the human in 

charge of litterbox duties 

who is often the cause of 

inappropriate elimination 

issues. 

GET THE REAL SCOOP ON LITTERBOXES! 

FOR THE MOST PART, cats are very clean animals who like 

their surroundings to be free of both debris and odors. If 

their litterbox is chronically full and dirty, one of two things 

can happen: cats will seek out a cleaner location to do their 

business, or they'll start holding it in until the box is 

cleaned. The latter can lead to serious issues, such as a 

UTI, bladder infection, or kidney problems.  

Following a routine of regularly cleaning your pet’s litterbox 

can help prevent behavioural issues, pain, and discomfort 

for your cat, and make some costly veterinary visits 

unnecessary.  

 

A Cat’s Nose Always Knows 

A cat’s sense of smell is 14 times stronger than that of a 

human. So although you might not think your cat’s litterbox is 

odiferous, your cat may find the smell intolerable. Just 

scooping the litterbox a couple of times a day is unfair to 

your cat; the box has to be washed regularly in order to 

eliminate offensive scents. All litterboxes are made from 

plastic that absorbs odors and, no matter how much you 

wash them, at some point you just can’t get rid of the smell 

and you will need to replace them.  

Your cat's sense of smell is also key to the decision of 

whether to use litter with fragrance. The fragrances put in 

many kitty litters are quite powerful and, for some cats, the 

smell is offensive. Given that the real purpose of a litterbox is 

to provide your cat with a natural place to do her business, 

your best chance of creating an inviting litterbox environment 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 
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for your cat is to stick with what will be right for her—an 

odorless litter. Many litter companies put all kinds of 

additives, chemical or otherwise, in litter to mask odours 

(not to eliminate odours, but rather to overpower them). 

This is done for the humans buying the litter, not the cats 

using it. 

 

Location, Location, Location  

Cats prefer a litterbox located in a quiet place, a low-traffic 

area with the least amount of disturbance. Unwelcome other 

animals and obnoxious noises can cause your cat to look for 

alternative locations to relieve himself. For example, trying 

to do its business close by a noisy washer and dryer can be 

unsettling for a cat. Cats also won't want to eliminate near 

where they eat or sleep. (Would you?) 

From a cat’s perspective, being safe while doing one’s 

business is more important than privacy. A litterbox placed 

around a corner, in a cabinet, behind a couch, in a closet, 

or in a small rooms can be perceived by a cat to be a setup 

for an ambush. A cat’s natural instinct is to avoid that 

situation.   

 

Size Matters 

The most accepted rule is that the litterbox should be at 

least 1.5 times as long as the cat is (without counting the 

tail) and at least the width of  the cat’s length. 

Adequate space provides the animal freedom of movement 

in the box; it allows the cat to dig the litter comfortably in 

several locations (not just in the centre of the box) and it 

allows the cat to turn around inside the box. 

Frequently, larger or overweight felines cannot comfortably 

fit or maneuver in a commercial litterbox. The high sides 

might also make it difficult for older cats or those with 

arthritis to get in and out of the box. A good, inexpensive 

alternative is to purchase a plastic box used for under-the-

bed storage—these are big enough for cats to comfortably 

get in, dig a hole, and then cover up their business 

 

The 1+1 Rule 

Many cat lovers have more than one kitty. The 1+1 rule 

simply means you should have one litterbox for each cat, 

plus one. While small kittens often share the facilities, adult 

cats can come into conflict over this very important territory. 

One cat in the household may actually own the litter and 

Fall 2018 Mewsletter  

A cat has 200 million scent 

receptors in its nasal cavity. 

Because cats’ noses are so 

sensitive, they find strong odours 

distasteful. Keeping your pet’s 

bathroom facilities clean and free 

of off-putting odours will help 

prevent litterbox avoidance.  

Some cats won't use litter that's 

more than about two inches deep. 

Adding extra litter won’t reduce 

the amount of cleaning necessary 

for a litter box. Too much litter 

causes the “ground” to shift under 

your cat’s feet and they lose their 

balance.  
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prevent the others from using it. Be sure that the 

multiple boxes are in different rooms or on 

separate floors, so the facilities can’t be guarded 

by one determined cat.  

Litterbox Fill  

Frequently owners select products for their cats 

based on human, rather than feline, preferences. 

The reality is that cats don’t care what type of litter 

humans like, or if it’s on sale and you have a 

coupon. Cats simply are not concerned if it’s 

environmentally unfriendly or politically incorrect. 

To maintain litterbox allegiance from your cat, pay 

attention to what your cat likes; once you find that 

brand, don’t switch. Cats love the status quo, and 

any change of litterbox substrate could prompt 

them to snub the box. 

Cats have an inborn drive to seek out an easily 

raked substrate in which to eliminate. Our 

domestic cat’s ancestors used sand and soft soil. 

Studies show that 9 out of 10 cats prefer the 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 

sand-like texture of clumping litters. This shouldn’t 

be surprising, considering that the paw pads of an 

indoor cat are sensitive and tender.  

Cats May Blame the Box 

Kitties that have a bad experience while in the box 

can blame the location or the box itself for the 

discomfort and avoid using it thereafter. Common 

causes include painful urination from lower urinary 

tract disorders. Constipation or diarrhea that's 

unpleasant might make the cat snub the box. In 

these cases, in addition to having your veterinarian 

diagnose and treat the cat, get a brand new 

litterbox and place it in a new location. That’s often 

all it takes for cats to re-establish litterbox loyalty. 

Cleaning litterboxes is one of the least enjoyable 

of the tasks that come with cat ownership, but 

aren’t our cats worth it? Spending just 10 minutes 

every few weeks to completely clean out your 

cat’s bathroom facilities is a proactive way to 

prevent physical or behavioural issues.  

 

Even the field of cat litter has resulted in some 

innovative products to help with the well-being of 

cats.  

Cat-Attract Litter 

Dr. Bruce Elsey has been a feline-only veterinari-

an for more than 35 years and his practice cares 

for more than 8,000 cats He had a passion for 

solving the number-one reason cats end up 

abandoned and in shelters—inappropriate 

elimination. His desire to help cats have healthier 

and happier lives inspired Dr. Elsey to create cat 

litters that address the problem of training, 

Dr. Elsey's products contain natural attractants to 

encourage cats to "do their business" in the litter 

box, rather than anywhere else! The litter is 

blended with a natural herb cat attractant. The 

herbs in these products let off a light scent that 

catches cats' attention, stimulates them to relieve 

themselves in their litterbox, and helps reduce 

the resulting foul odours.  

Hydrophobic Sand  

Having to take your cat to the vet for urine 

samples can be very stressful for your cat—

and you! Ask your vet about urine sample kits 

that can be used at home.  

Testing kits include biodegradable hydropho-

bic sand that has a natural non-toxic urine 

repelling coating. When the cat uses the litter 

box, the urine beads on the top and you can 

collect it with a pipette.    

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX  
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De Poezenboot, moored 

in Amsterdam’s scenic 

canal belt, has become a 

major tourist attraction, 

drawing cat lovers from all 

over the world. 

 

 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 

The city of Amsterdam lays claim to world-class museums, 

quirky festivals, theatre, live music, and charming 

restaurants. In addition, the Amsterdam canals are one of 

the most iconic images associated with Holland. Canal 

cruises are particularly popular with tourists, as Amsterdam 

is at its best when seen from the water. The intricate network 

of canals in Amsterdam’s city centre also serves as a unique 

residential area, with approximate 2500 houseboats 

providing living space. And among those residents are 

dozens of rescued cats—yes, cats—that call the Catboat 

their home.  

Known in Dutch as De Poezenboot, the Catboat is the only 

floating animal sanctuary in the world. It currently is the 

residence for about 50 stray and abandoned cats, 17 of 

which are permanent residents that have lived on the boat 

for several years. 

 

Necessity Knows No Rules  

The Catboat has been in operation for more than five 

decades and its conception was born of necessity. In 1966, 

Henriette van Weelde came across a feline family that 

seeking shelter under a tree on the banks of the 

Amsterdam's Herengracht canal, just across the street from 

Credit: Djaro-G 

Hope Floats  
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where she was living. She brought the homeless cats into 

her home and cared for them.  

As often happens, other strays also found their way to van 

Weelde’s home, either on their own or by way of people 

bringing them to Henriette’s doorstep. She soon became 

known as "the cat lady." 

Unfortunately, there were so many cats in need of help that 

Henriette simply could not accommodate them all in her 

home. She desperately needed to find some other place to 

shelter and care for them. Ironically, the answer was 

literally right in front of her. When looking across the street 

to the canal, Henriette had the realization that if people 

could live on the houseboats, cats could, too!  

Henriette’s unique idea became a reality when she 

purchased an old Dutch sailing barge in 1968. The interior 

was stripped and converted into a feline-friendly 

accommodation and the cats were relocated to their new 

floating home. Fortunately, the unconventional sanctuary 

attracted a number animal-loving volunteers who hopped 

on board to help care for the cats. 

 

All Decked Out  

The Catboat soon became a refuge for too many cats and, 

in the span of just three years, a second boat had to be 

purchased. A positive result of expansion was that people 

had learned the Catboats were the ideal place to find a 

family pet and the number of visitors kept increasing.  

The two boats provided a cozy home for many homeless 

cats for several years. But in 1979, the original barge had 

to be retired and a new houseboat purchased. The new 

vessel was an ark-type boat that was specifically fitted by a 

shipyard to meet special requirements for housing the cats.  

For more than twenty years, the Catboats acted as an 

unofficial animal shelter and, in 1987, the rescue group 

applied for and received the status of a registered charity. 

It was suitably named the Stichting de Poezenboot, which 

translates as the Catboat Foundation.  

The foundation’s goal is simple: to help as many cats in 

need as possible. This includes cats that have been found 

or cats that people can’t or will not take care of anymore. 

Veterinarians and behavioural specialists contact Catboat 

volunteers when a cat has been left behind or has a 

problem. In some cases the rescue also helps people who 

cannot afford to neuter their cats.  

 

C
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Judith is one of Catboat’s 

team that spends countless 

hours attending to the many 

needs of rescued felines. She 

enjoys taking a break to cuddle 

with Jumi and to take in the 

scenic view.  

 

 

 

Icey basks in the sunshine 

while sitting on the deck that has 

been carefully reinforced with 

wooden slats and wire to keep 

him and the other cats safe  
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Staying Afloat  

Henriette van Weelde was involved with the rescue until 

she passed away in 2005 at the age of 90. Fortunately, her 

legacy has stayed afloat through donations made by 

thousands of visitors and through the work of committed 

volunteers. Judith Gobets has been a volunteer since she 

was a teenager and was mentored by Henriette. Judith and 

about 20 volunteers and a few part-time workers currently 

care for the Catboat cats, as well as acting as meet-and-

greet contacts for tourists.  

The rescue gets about 4500 visitors a year and guests are 

welcome to pet the feline deckhands, but are cautioned 

about approaching some of the permanent pets. “Most of 

our permanent residents started out as feral cats who will 

never be fully socialized,” explains Judith. “They will never 

be ‘normal’ cats and will always distrust people. Some you 

can pet, but don’t try to pick them up.” 

To spare people and pets from unpleasant interactions, 

posters provide cautions about the behaviour of the most 

pugnacious kitties. “One of our volunteers makes drawings 

of the ‘dangerous’ cats’,” says Judith. “Of course, they are 

not really dangerous—you just have to leave them alone. 

People always like to cuddle a cat, but often that’s not what 

the cat wants.” 

 

It is inspiring to learn that one act of kindness can multiply 

many times over. When Henriette van Weelde took in a 

homeless cat and her kittens, she had hoped to spare 

them a life of suffering. Little did Henriette know that the 

rescue of one feline family would be the start of a 

sanctuary that is so resilient that it remains buoyant fifty 

years later.  

Samus is a permanent 

resident of the rescue.  

He is uncomfortable with being 

petted so signage is posted 

requesting that visitors respect 

his purr-sonal space. 
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De Poezenboot was 

founded as and remains a 

serious working adoption 

centre and clinic for 

abandoned cats. But the 

constant stream of curious 

cat-lovers convinced 

volunteers to open it up to 

the public.  

The sanctuary ranks in the 

top 30 sites to visit in 

Amsterdam and has a 4.5 

star rating on TripAdvisor. 
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FOCR BULLETIN BOARD   

 

We rely on financial contributions to continue our mission of finding 

loving homes for abandoned cats and kittens. Every dollar received is 

used for the needs of the animals in our care.  

Donations can be made through our website, or mail a cheque to: 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue, P.O. Box  32203, Richmond Hill, ON    

L4C 4H0. Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or more.  

 www.forgottenones.ca 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Year Round - Tru Pet Adoption Centre  Visit cats available for adoption in a cage-free environment.    

Tru Pet, 10520 Yonge St. (Winners Plaza), Richmond Hill, 905-508-1112 

Year Round - Elgin Mills PetSmart Adoption Centre  Forgotten Ones cat and kittens are featured at 

Elgin Mills PetSmart, 1700 Elgin Mills Road, Richmond Hill, 905-787-8740  

October 6, 2018 - Thanksgiving Adopt-a-thon and Bake Sale  Come out and meet beautiful cats and 

kittens available for adoption. Or drop by and pick up some delicious treats for your holiday weekend. 

Tru Pet, 10520 Yonge St, Richmond Hill, 905-508-1112 

November 10 & 11, 2018 - PetSmart National Adopt-a-thon Weekend  Forgotten Ones cats and 

kittens will be at Elgin Mills PetSmart, 1700 Elgin Mills Road, Richmond Hill, 905-787-8740  

December 8, 2018 - December Adopt-a-thon & Bake Sale  Be sure to drop by Tru Pet to up some 

delicious home-made baked goods for your holiday entertaining. In addition, we have lots of cat-themed 

merchandise that will make great holiday gifts for the animal lover on your list. Tru Pet, 10520 Yonge St, 

Richmond Hill, 905-508-1112 

PICTURES? STORIES? TIPS?  

Receiving photos and updates about Forgotten Ones adopted cats and kittens is very rewarding for our 

volunteers. We would love to hear from you so we can include your photo and story in our Mewsletter. 

Please contact us at contact@forgottenones.ca and include the word Mewsletter in the subject line. 

Forgotten Ones Cat Rescue 

  
WAYS TO DONATE THROUGH YOUR EMPLOYER  

Many companies believe in corporate social responsibility and support local charities. As an 

extension of corporate philanthropy, matching-gift programs are designed to be the means by 

which businesses encourage employee charitable giving. Companies 

match donations made by employees to a wide range of not-for-profit 

organizations. As a registered charity, Forgotten Ones is an eligible 

recipient of the matching-gift funds.  

In addition, if you donate to United Way, you can request that your 

contribution be directed to us.   

tel:(905)%20508-1112
tel:(905)%20508-1112
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CAT-IVATING PHOTOS  

We had adopted from Forgotten Ones previously and 

knew they were very good at matching a family with a 

new feline friend. We had recently lost two cats and 

were looking to offer a loving home to a new cat. As a 

multi-cat home, we wanted to find a mature cat that 

enjoyed the company of other cats and Wilma’s profile 

said she LOVED other cats. 

Forgotten Ones had prepared us for a shy cat that 

preferred the company of other cats over humans. 

They told us it would take a lot of time and patience to 

gain her trust.  

For the first week she lived under our couch and would 

sneak by us for food and water. We decided to move 

Wilma to a bedroom, a smaller space in which, hopefully, she would feel safe. After a few days of mostly 

staying under the bed, she started to venture out to be petted and for chin scratches. Day-by-day her 

comfort zone expanded. She now greets all members of the family, is eager for attention, and loves her 

belly scratched and playing with her toys. 

We love that she has crazy whiskers, she plays ping pong like a maniac, she purrs up a storm, and, 

although she is so tiny she can walk right underneath our male cats, she rules the roost.  

What we love most about her, though, is her sunny personality. It took months to fully gain her trust, but 

now that she has claimed us as her people, her nose kisses, cuddles, and funny meow melt our hearts.  

~ Jade & Family   

WILMA—Well Worth the Wait   

 
 ERNIE—A Comforting Companion   

I was looking for a friendly cat that could keep my cat 
Milo company while I was at work. When I had some 
trouble deciding who to pick as my second feline 
companion, a Forgotten Ones volunteer linked me to 
Ernie's profile.  

After reading through his story, I felt like he was the 
perfect match for me and my black cat Milo. I think what 
really won me over were Ernie's gentle eyes and kind-
looking face. 

When I brought Ernie home, he immediately bounded 
out of his carrier and started showering me with 
affection. I was surprised at how quickly he became 
comfortable with me, Milo, and his new home. Milo was 
nervous around Ernie at first, but Ernie's gentle and calm 
nature helped Milo learn that not all other cats are scary. 

Ernie loves cuddles and belly rubs, and he will often use 
his two front paws to guide your hand towards his 

favourite spots. He likes to pile his paws and his head on top of your hand when he sleeps and will curl 
the toes on his front paws around your hand if you try to move it. When you sing, he'll chime in and then 
rub against you while purring. 

Ernie has added so much love, fun, and laughter to our lives. Milo and I are so lucky to have such a 

wonderful cat in our family. ~ Shirley and Milo 

Jeffrey & Wilma  


